SIR FRANCIS DRAKE.

of undertaking such a voyage without provisions^ having
only a gammon of bacon and a small quantity of bread
for seventeen men. Drake answered them, that there was
on board his vessel even a greater scarcity; but yet, if
they would adventure to share his fortune, he did not
doubt of extricating them from all their difficulties.

Such was the heroick spirit of Drake, that he never suf-
fered himself to be diverted from his designs by any diffi-
culties, nor ever thought of relieving his exigencies, but
at the expense of his enemies.

Resolution and success reciprocally produce each other.
He had not sailed more than three leagues, before they
discovered a large ship, which they attacked with all the
intrepidity that necessity inspires, and, happily, found it
laden with excellent provisions.

But finding his crew growing faint and sickly, with their
manner of living in the pinnaces, which was less commo-
dious than on board the ships, he determined to go back
to the Symerons, with whom he left his brother and part of
his force,xand attempt, by their conduct, to make his way
over, and invade the Spaniards in the inland parts, where
they would, probably, never dream of an enemy.

When they arrived at port Diego, so named from the
negro who had procured them their intercourse with the
Symerons, they found captain John Drake, and one of his
company, dead, being killed in attempting, almost unarmed,
to board a frigate well provided with ail things necessary
for its defence. The captain was unwilling1 to attack it,
and represented to them the madness of their proposal;
but, being overborne by their clamours aad importunities,
to avoid the imputation of cowardice, complied to his de-
struction. So dangerous is it for the chief commander to
be absent.

Nor was- this their only misfortune, for, in a very short'
time, many of. them were attacked by the calenture, a ma-
lignant fever, very frequent in the hot climates, which
carried away, among several others, Joseph Drake, another
brother of the commander.